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PHIL508, Trimester 2 2017 
Answer TWO (2) questions from the FOURTEEN (14) questions listed below. 


1. What reasons are there to be monogamous? Should polygamy be legalised? Argue 
for your position. 


2. Is the breaking of the promise of fidelity to one's spouse more hurtful that breaking 
other promises? Over and above the promise breaking and deception, is there 
anything particularly wrong with adultery? Discuss. 


3. Can Goldman’s Plain Sex view do justice to the complexity of human sexuality? Argue 
for your position. 


4. ls Goldman right that: “There is no morality intrinsic to sex, although general moral 
rules apply to the treatment of others in sex acts as they apply to all human relations”. 
Discuss. 


5. What is the relationship between desire and sexual objectification? Is being sexually 
objectified always an element of desire? Discuss. 


6. What is Foucault’s view as expressed in the History of Sexuality vol.1 about the nature 
of sexual identity? Do you think he is correct? Discuss. 


7. ls treating a person as an object always to be morally condemned, and if so, why? Is 
there a connection between treating another (or oneself) as an object and acting so as 
to degrade one? Argue for your position. 


8. From the account provided in The Symposium what would you say is Plato's view on 
the relationship between sexual activity and love? Is he correct? Argue for your 
position. 


9. In the dialogue in the Symposium Aristophanes and Plato present competing accounts 
of the nature of love. How do these accounts differ? What do they have in common? 
Discuss. 


10.What role do each of friendship, love and sex play in the Good Life? Discuss. 


11.To what extent is the notion of duty or obligation applicable to either friendship or love 
or sexual attraction? Argue for your position. 


12. Are friendship, love and sex the kinds of phenomena that are open to rational 
understanding and rational evaluation? Discuss. 


13.Are we able to provide plausible systematic accounts of the cause or origin of 
friendship, love and sex or are they somehow outside such explanatory systems? 
Discuss. 


14.To what extent are the ones we love substitutable for other persons or objects? Argue 
for your position. 


Please remember - This examination paper MUST BE HANDED IN. Failure to do so will result in 
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